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Following is the text o( & mech by Gus Hall,
leadmg Communist spokesman, to a meeting spon-
sored by the Humanitas Society in McMillin
Theatre, Columbia University, on Dec. 15.

‘lJThave no value.-br meaning. From that

"lis the eriminal and who the victim - will all take -

BECAUSE 1 AM so aware of the pres-
sures you of Humanitas. Soclety have been |
under during the past days, I am even more |
grateful for having this opportumty to take

part in this exchange.

These pressures are in fact closer related to
the nature of the U.S. policy in Vietnam.

When the aggression could not achieve its goals
in Vietnam through demagogy, fenced in-hamlets,
through the so-called advisers, through. thé cor-
rupt Diem regimes, through “anti.insurgency? it
shifted to the present policy of genocide, ‘to a-
war of depopulation, to the most brutal policy of
saturation bombing, to the most heinous act .of
literally burning of a people, putting a nation to
the torch, by the massive use of napalm bombs.
It is a policy based on the concept that if you-
can’'t win the people, the people become the
enemy, the target. And the enemy must be des-
troyed. The increased attempts at creating the
atmosphere of hysteria; of jingoism, on the home
front, the threats of and acts of violence against
the Americans who oppose this criminal pohcy’
is a corollary of the changed nature of the war
in Vietnam.

War Hysteria

THE STAFFS of the war hawks, the FBI, the
CIA fronts, like the Freedom House, the Birchites,

tempt to create the war hysteria.  The first an- |
nounced casualty on the economic front is the !
Appalachia program. Here the war against the |

|.hold in my hand g list” —

So when we are discussing the war in Vietnam -
we are in fact discussing the immediate and the
longer range prospeécts of every phase of human
society. I will return to this question, but let me .

| briefly introduce a related question.

| The Big Lie

THE CENTRAL 1deolog1ca1 'Projan horse of our
times is the use of the Big Lie, anti-communism.
The “canned cover™ story for .every war, for
every act of aggression is anti-communism. Hitler .
fascism murdered 30.46 iillioni people under the

‘cover of fighting the speéctre of Communism. The

late Senator McCarthy'ised 'it°when he said, “I
d then called for
aggression against the Tbertnes of all Americans.
The presence of 58 Commumsts in the Dominican
B&public .betame the “Copar: ey and seemingly
endugh reason to send 35,000 U.S. Marines there.

Al Capone and Anastasia, both appealed for un-
derstanding and respectability because, as they
said, “after all, we are anti-‘Communists.” The
“cover story” according to the historian, Arthur
Schlesinger, is the use of a deliberate lie. He
admits his own use of it when the facts would
not convince and justifies it by anti-communism.

Under the hysteria of the McCarthyite witch.
nunts, Congress passed laws that completcly sub-
verted the Ccnstltutlon, such as the MecCarran
At .

1 am not talking about people who honestly
disagree with or are not informed about the Com-
iniinist position. Because we know that the majority -

. ¢ of our fellow Americans do not agree with us
the KKK, the Billy Grahams have all taken to the Iy .y basic questions. This we do not resent or
stump, not to discuss the issues, but in the at- -‘J&ld@‘nﬁ‘%xs we welcome as a challenge.

I am talking about the big lie — anti- communisni,
the ggmagoglc appeal to uttu falsehoods This kind

people replaces the announced war against poverty. 1.

These changes are in fact evidence of the failure
of the old policies. They are failures because tlc
policy of aggression and war remains. against i
best interests of the people of Vietnam and hecau
it is against the best real interests of the peup
of the U.S.
The use of a new crime to cover up the failure
of a past crime can only lead to the commiting of
an even bigger crime. This is the deqdly logic
of the policy of escalatmg the war of aggression
in Vietnam. Thé deadly logic of the war in Vietnam
leads to a world nuclear war. It could be the
“crime to end all crimes.” It could be the “‘war
to end all wars” becduse it could end human
existence on this globe. -
{Owr this path there is a point of no returh. Thare :
is ‘& point where all discussions, ali #xths il
on;
war' frohisy casulblty figures, expenditures for war
budgets, or‘even the debate ef who is wrong, who
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on a meaning in a qualitatively different -world — -
if - there will- be one. The new bombings .of. the |,

North oity WWSPGT RHea

dangerous step alon

thls

of jnucommumsm has become the ldeologncal
nﬁeotle of our day.
Tt is dangerous because under its spell any-
t?mng goes.  This. kind of antx-commumsm is a .
veapon against everythmg progressive — it is a
00l of oppression. It has become the main ideo-
logical weapon “of all anti-democratic, anti-labor,
nti-Negro, antl-mtellecmal forces in our ceountry.
It is the tool of the pro-war and pro-fascist foxces
in our land.

*

THE VERY NATURE of this “artillery. of words”
bout Communism is a .critical assessment of the
tate. of our social science. For some 90 percent of
his torrent of cliches is not devotéd to any rational,
bjective examination of- the stated subject. It is
ot -a -weighing: of the facts, it is not a dialogue
bout. por a challenge to the ideas or the. foncepts
pf Communism. Its very purpose is not to discuss
fommunism.

Rather it is a gigantic fraud. It is an exercise
in inflating the ghost, it is an emotional appeal
bout the evils of the apparition, it is sticking
e pins into a conjured-up caricature image of
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on,
God, country and motherhood.

~ Smokescreen for Aggression

I SPEAK about this now, not as a defense of the
Communist Party, not from any nartow, %xs'tisan
considerations. I speak against it because his Big

smokescreen for the war of aggression in Vietnam. -
If this poisonous smog engulfs our country and the
rest of the capitalist world, the stage will be set
for the madness of .a nuclear disaster. Thus the
responsibility of clearing the air, of rejecting this
poison is not ours alone, but becomes an indispen-

" sable prerequisite for peace and freedom as well
as democracy.

Just as Hitler’s “anti-communism,” after in-
flicting horror upon the world, ultimately led the
German nation to catastrophe, so the “anti-com-
munism” of U.S. corporate power now visits tragedy
upon otirer peoples, but its ultimate vietim, if it
is not checked, must be the American nation.

. *

ALL WHO think or act in the realm of politics do
some specific overall framework. They
ory, a point of reference, a specific
. I want to speak with you about our
point of reference as it is related to
n to the U.S. policy of aggression in

) , there are variations and shadings,
© and it is ‘E:ue péople do react on the basis of im-
mediate self-interest without reference to, or the
knowledge of how these actions are related to
theories, but in a fundamental sense the ideological
points of reference tend to polarize around two
main oulooks.
. One starts and ends with the concept that cap-’
italism is-the beginning and the ultimate of all
. human systems. Théy have a rationale for their
partisanship. They admit capitalism has its weak-
nesses, but it’s the best mah can do. By this logic
they attribute -thé faults ‘of capitalism to weak-
neésses in human npature, and’ir&nsfer the positive:
features of human nature as contributions of cap-.
lalism. "Thus the brutalities of capitalist fascist
Germany are placed on the doorstep of a German
personalty trait. And fhe scientific achievements’
of the Haman mind are hailed as products of cap-’
italism.” Much effort is put into the attempt to
equate capitalism with democracy and freedom.
. ‘This point of reference necessarily dictates a con.
servative — a status quo, and finally a reactionary
attitude:to &1l problems of life. This point of Tef.
erence beconmies a rationale for wars of aggression.
he capitalist way of life is referred to as the
\merican way of life. They view any change, all
progress as @ challenge. : T : H
" The point of reference that capitalism is the

{

superiority and chauvinism. This leads to a policy

countries, of the burrng and destruction of whole
peoples, holding other:people as inferior and ex-
. pendable, to the théory.-of the .master race. Thus,
ifh 1948, Lyndon Johnson proclaimed:

, “No matter what else we have of offensive or
defensive - weapons, without superior air power
America is a bound and throttled giant; impotent
and easy prey to apy
knife,”

A Changing World

"THE STARTING PUINT for the other point of

referepge is.a. ch
only ~BARIL]

ultimate of perfection leads to a policy of arrogant :

Lie, anti-communism, has become the prihcipal -

~boundaries. They all want an equal place in the sun.

i lbera

of genocide = against  people of underdeveloped : ;
‘Humphrey and History

yellow dwarf with a poeket °

v together. Here is how Humphrey put it; “There is
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nature is now gquite well accepted in the scientific
community. That it is also a law of social systems
is bitterly fought by those who want to give cap-
italism the appearance of foreverness,

‘We} believe the laws of motion, the law of
continuous change fully applies _to social systems
as it does to all of nature. Marxism makes this its
point of reference.

" Thus, each economic system, slavery, feudalism
and capitalism, has had its day. They all served
their historic punpose and gave way to-a higher
form of relationship. Each reflected and served a
specific level of human development. New social
systems entered the stage of life as an answer to
new social and technological developments.

"In this view of history capitalism was an im-
portdnt @bp. It Was an answer to a specific level
of human life. Now new problems are pushing for
& solution, a technological revolution is taking
place — a new social order has emerged. It is
challenging capit#fism on all fronts. The new order
is socialism. s

i B
From Books 1o Action

"THIS SEEMINGLY abstract theoretical or phil.
osophical question has become alive. It has moved
from the text books to the field of action. This is
so because the process of change has reached a
qualitative point of a social ‘explosion. Civiliza-
tion is passing through its greatest moment of a
revolutionary transition. The basic hallmark of this
epoch, thereforé, is the revolutionary transition
from capitalism to socialism and later to Com-
munism. S

For Marxism, this is a point of reference.

A distinct phase of this overall revolutionary
process, this period of transition, is the explosive
breakup of the old .capitalist-imperialist empires.

For those who reject the law of change in human
affairs, this new reality, this revolutionary process,
is'.a shock. They refuse to accept it as an inevit-
able development. They try to attribute it to some
k@pd of a “conspiracy,” to “infiltration,” to “sub-
version.” They have not yet adjusted to the fact
that, yes, civilization has now reached the plateau
where the people of each nation want freedom
and independence — and they demand it now.
They now demand the simple right to determine
for themselves all matters within their national

They insist.on reaping the full benefits from their
labor, and from their national resources, This desire
for .independence is not new. The desire for in.
dependence was born with oppression. What is new
is that they have the power, thev have tha win
@ are ready fo ght for it. This is the meaning

the nafiondl liberation: moveirents and mnational
@on wars. This-is the meaning of the slogan,
» The cause -0f ‘thoge fighting
of the world is-as
Forge. This is also

#“Yankee, Go Home.” The cai
.for independehce in any corner.
just as was our cause at Valley F.

our basic point of refereme o

‘RECENTLY vice-president Hubert. ﬁumghrey,
the Earl Snowden of the Johnsorr set, stated the
U.S. govermnent point of view on this fundamental
question. This goes into ex:plaimng.the ?Qots of the,
present ‘U.S. foreign policy. Ke’epl in rmn_d__,t}‘xa't ‘he
is the spokesnian for a country with more m;l;ta;y
" bases around the world than all other countries put

. a bold new. form of aggression which could rank
in military importance with the discj_overyjof_ _gun-

e ORI 5:00 149R 0003003908

JAN 2 1966

Continued




i TINITT

Bage3
Some things in life do change very slowly.
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- U.S: independence in 1776. This ragged, army was:
. not a challenge to the British people, they weré a-
challenge to the British throne representing colo-
nial aristocracy. = . _
The challenges of the national liberation revolu-
- tions around the world .are not against the self-
interests of the American people. They are not a’

challenge to our national honor. They are a chal- -

lenge to the right of U.S. corporations to exploit
their people and their nationgl resources. They:are
- a challenge to foreign military domination. =~
Humphrey, speaking for U.S. big business, wants
to deny the course of history and in so doing also
denies our revolutionary past and condemns our
own war of national liberation. For eur victorious
war for independence was a classical example that
still inspires the national liberation movements of
today- ) o
We are for indepéndence of all nations. We are
for an end to all fopms of colonialism. Within this
context, we are for peaceful coexistence between
nations including Z;g,untries with different social
systems. ) L ]
* .

THIS IS thé framework for our position on the
U.S. aggression in Mietnam. We are against the U.S. |
policy of #ggressign.because it is ‘against’ the best
interests of the p@#ggle of Vietnam and because. it
is against the best. interests of our own pegple.

We are -against e U.S. policy of .aggression be-:

cause the epealation:is.onAfe rails that-is danger-®

ously ‘leading to a.mworld nuclear war, The logical
and unavoidable end of the present policy -of,
escalation is a war with' North Vietnam, China|
and a world nuclear war. et
]l Edward Lanadale, the tnan from

In 1964
Uncle CIA, w@en writing only- for the eyes of his
congpirators; ‘Yrote, referring to. some proppse;)d_

new policies: "% .
“Each falls ghort of understanding that the Comi:

munists have ‘let loose a revolutionary idea in.
: : They count the U.S. dead as votes and the caskets

Vietnam, and hat it will not die by being ignored,

LUTIONARY idea of national liber-
ation is not a communist iftvention. The credit for
. its birth goes to the very system Lansdale repié:
sents — capitalism. He is moré right than’he Kriows,
Ideas do not:die that way. They are not going
to die that;way in Vietnam, in the Dominican
Republic, ia,Gongo or in Rhddesia. In fact, when
. the time for an idea has arrived, they never die —
they triumgph. And the idea of the énd ‘of ‘colo-
- nialism has arrived. This is ofit point of reférence.
' The forees of aggression find it very difficult to
get around ,the incontrovertible cledr facts in
Vietnam, such as: ' oo
' There are only two forces in Vietnam. These are
the people of Vietnam and the U.S. forcés of
aggression. There are no Chinesé or Russians there.
It is one of the great ironies of history that the
U.S. Seventh Fleet prowls the coast of China, that
U.S. armed forces make i‘aiwan their military base,
. U.S. bombs fall in North Vietnam within hearing
. and eyesight of the borders of China, the U.S.
" military installations in Japan, Okinawa, Guam;
the Philippines encircle and provide launching
: pads for attacks on China. But in spite of these
facts the spokesmen for U.S. aggression make the
. ridiculous chéixrge that China is the danger and

" aggressor in the Far East.

And the issues are clear also: The Vietnamese
> are fighting for the right of self-determination —

The Pentagon wants to establish a military com-
2G| AsRDP75-00148R008300396002:8
which to dominate the affairs of Asia.

The war is not over, but symbolically, this week
the Chase-Manhattan bank and the Bank of America
announced the establishment of their Vietnamese
branches. These aré investment banks. They are
not there . to make loans to the poor peasants, or
to cash G.I. checks. This is the financial strutture

‘ (Continued on page 9) =

for the U.S. big business]economic penetration,

The Business of War

THIS 18 what the shooting is all about. Big
business is for the policy of military aggression

" because it opens the way for economic and political
" aggression. !

Big business is for the policy of aggression be-
cause it means war profits. This year the General
Motors Corporation made almost twa billion dollars

" Im profit. And some 30 of its 40 industrial ‘plants are

involved in war production. The point of reference
for big business is their selfish. limitless drive for .
private profit. U.S. foreign policy is geared’ &‘
drive, to this point of reference. o
The making ,of the napalm bombs designed for
the specific purpose of burning human flesh in mass

¢ is. now also a profitable war ‘industry. The leading

manufacturers of these tools that turn peaceful
villages into blazing infernos are the Tennessee

Gas Transmission Co. and the Chemetron Corp.

. As is the case with these two corporations, what
weaves through the directors of all the napalm
bomb makers is the interésts of the Rockefeller
family. The oil is stolen from the colohial world
:hnd sent back as napalm bombs to further enslave

em. .

A criminal, war policy brings’ Qﬁt depraved
criminal features of U.S. politics. The Nixons, Dirk-
sens, Fords "and Rockefellers are  the ‘frontline
cheerleaders for a spéedier escalation 6f the war.
They call for more U.S. troops to Vietnam. Then,
like vulturés, they hail”the growing casualty lists.

like ballot boxes. With scavenger-like glee they
publicly proclaim «— the war wil] be am election
issue — as the list of:U.S. dead grows, the chances
of Republican viectory grow with it. They demand

- . the sending of U.S. youth to die and they use the

grief-stricken parents for their degenerate political
purposes. ) .
*

OUR CONCEPT of what is the solution for the
war in Vietnam logically flows from our basic points
of reference. The solution must stait from the
premise that the people of Vietnam, and the people
of Vietnam alone, must have the right to determine
their own affairs. ;

The National Liberation Front in South Vietnam
represents 20 of the most influential political parties
and peoples’ organizations in South Vietnam. The
Communists are one of the forces in this people’s
coalition. It is not a political alliance committed
1o socialism. Its objective is independence. There.-
fore, to deal with the realities of Vietnam ig to
deal with the one force that has the political con-
fidence of the people. The refusal of the Johnson
Administration to recognize this reality is proof
positive that its professions about negotiations for
beace is blatant demagogy. If these realities are
recognized, then the 1954 Geneva Agreement can
be the basis of a settlement. Then the four points
presented by Hanoi 'can become the basis of talks.,

e
THE PROFESSIONS of willingness to negotiate
by the United States are as if the villain in a
western movie were to ride into town blazing away
from both guns, murdering anyone in sight and

J‘R—ﬂ;—wﬂﬂ? 2¢d - Approved For Releaséﬁﬂiﬁ*




CPYRGHT ‘

If the Johnson Administration were serious about

negotiating, it would take the minimum steps of
alting the criminal bombings of the territory of
North Vietnam. It would agree to meet with the
prnie political and military power that does have
he confidence of the South Vietnam people — the
National Liberation Front. Short of this, the so-~
called willingness to negotiate is nothing but
ynical demagogy and a cover for further aggres-
kion.

These points of reference not only determine our
uttitude to the U.S. policy of aggression. It is the
stanting point for our position on other questions
as well.

acism in the U.S.

THE VICIOUS systert: of segregation, racism and |
bigotry has been poisoning the atmosphere and
minds of our people. We must finally ventilate and
get rid of the stench of the slave market that has
permeated the moral fiber of-our country for over
300 years. We are for civil rights because it is
io the beést self-interests of all Americans. And we
are for civil rights because segregation. and dis-
crimination are instruments in the exploitation of
both Negrd and white workers.

We are for the defense of democratic nghts
We are for strong labor unions. We support the
Istruggles of our people against the encroachment !
monopoly power,

‘We tgher.a stald on all questions involving the
dnterests of our people. We do so because we are
interested in the welfare of our people. But we do
so ‘with- the knowledge that these struggles all
take place within a larger framework. They are a
|part of and are inflyeneed by the mévements in
Jhistory, a movement of a revolutionary transition
from the old soci @n;d ‘economic system to a new
Isystem.. Our poini 6f reference prods us to work
tor sogig) change. gIt molds us into a revolutionary

force. m Tetgun
i

conspicuotis feature of American
: b socxety is thé gap between its potential
and its actual performance. And this is, after all,
the “most rational yard;!;xck by which to judge a
social order’ — the cor,relatxon between potential

‘|and performance. It doeélno -good to tell a poverty-.

stricken family todg at it really is better off
than the fabulously xealthy of ancient Egypt. Such
consolation is - absnrd because it rests on a com-
parison between two totally different social orders’
with two totally different potentials. The poverty-
stricken family will judge its condition, not by the
| standards of ~ancient Egypt, b it by the standards
that it knows, or senses, are ithin the capacity of
contemporary Amencan society. .

By thisiicommon sense measure American cap-
italism - is  the most delinquent social order. in
history. If.in other lands poverty has been, or is,
the condition of man because the’ capamty to pro-
duce wealthis madequate, it is, ‘not so in the
United: ‘States. Hefe the poverty and depnvanon
that afflict 70 million Americans by one authori-
tative count are glaring detfects of the social system.
- Here. the social deficits in health and education
and housing; the social blights of urban decay and
chaos, of, deteriorating public transport, of erosion
of farm hfe, of chronically deprcssed regions are

| ments of a social order that possesses more than
ample means to remedy these conditions — and

" abnormality,

-the end of thé yean
first time in
»{x‘tmbWe aréelgoing to invite our fellow Americans

not the consequence of scarcity. They are indict- ’

of means to aggravate such condmons

The Roots of anertymr

IN AN ECONOMY of abundaﬂee only social in-
equity can: produce poverty. Iy t};ﬁq@sense the very
achlevemtnts of American cagt,tahsm rise up to
accuse “if. Heére each mal- nou;;qshed child, each
substandard - dwelling is a witness to the defects
of the social system because the capacity to produce

. food is so abundant.

The gap between capacity and!berformance is a
manifestation of what Karl Marx, the founder of
scientific socialism, revealed as the primary con-
tradiction of capitalist society — the contradiction

. between the social character of production and the

private appropriation of its output. To be sure,
as we are Cconstantly reminded capitalism has
changed since Marx’s day. It certainly has changed
in this ‘respect: the contradiction has become im.

measurably more intense.

The polarization in the field of jdeology .is in
fact a reflection of the polarization of wealth and
poverty. On the one hand there are 70 million Ameri-
cans who live on the level designated as poverty
and deprivation. Then, only as an example, there

;. is one family group that owns or decisively controls
 the following:

six of the major oil ®ompanies —
source material for the napalm bombs and the
gasoline for the bombers. (I don't mean gas
stations), 5 large banks (this does not count branch
banks), 3 of the largest insurance companies, 2
large railroads, 2 major airlines, and major corpora-
tions in commiinications, electrleal products, sugar,
dairy, sulphur, paper and chemical industries. They |,
just about own Manhattan Island. The total worth
of all this is over 61 billion dollars. This is one of the
families that is opening the bank in South Vietnam.
This is the family so involved in the manufacture
of the materials:-that go into making the napalm :
bembs. This is the /Rockefeller family.

. We view sgecialism as a logical solution to this
basic contradiction that produces such monstrous -
Thé solution is to synchronize the
social “producfion with social -ownership and dis-
tribution.

N | ; L] _
Social Revelutions

A FURTHER POINT "of reference for us is
that socialism cannot be “imported. Socia] revolu-
tions cannot be made or ordered. Sﬂmiﬁm will
be on the order of the day when the majomty of
Americans are conyintéd that there 18 "Ho*other
solution to their problems At that pomvt no power
on earth can stop it.

With all. due respect to the experlences “of the
countries that: havgﬁtabhshed Socxahsm, Socialism
in the U.S.A. wﬂm be patterned.after: «any other
model. It will be d by our expemenv,)es e
our traditions: as @.geaple. s

QOur very basw and historic pomt of - reference
is that capitalisni™&F 'i'system is' on the way out
and socialism ias mm is on the way in.

To clear up many n_ the misconceptlons and to
make crystal icl‘ IR
nism, has no’ relgll

are going to issue for the
ﬁe Wioty of our Party a basic pro-

to take a critical look atsus
“I'hope that you will’ j Jom us in this examination.
Lgt me thank you -again for'this opfportumty to

‘express’ some ‘of our thoughtsr” . .-
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